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Dear Friends,

Welcome to the 28th Annual MAR-FJMC Man of the Year Awards and Dinner honoring  
ten outstanding club members and six exceptional youth. These individuals have shown 
how they lead and build community within their respective Synagogues.

We would like to thank our gracious hosts Temple Beth Sholom, along with their Exec-
utive Director Ron Safier, The Temple Beth Sholom office and maintenance staffs, and 
congregation President Jill Hammel for the use of their beautiful facility and for their 
generous help preparing the Auditorium and Reception areas. We also extend our deep 
appreciation to MAR President, Larry Nathanson, and the Executive Committee of MAR 
for their support in the planning and production of this wonderful evening. 

Coordinating an awards dinner for a couple hundred of your good friends is no small 
task, and our sincere gratitude goes out to all the other members of the MAR MOTY 
Committee for their tireless efforts and teamwork:  Alan Budman, Bruce Fagan, David 
Gancz, Phillip Godorov, Jack Marine, Larry Nathanson, Steven Pilchik, Adam Pollack, 
Lester Shapiro, Todd Sokol and Joe Swerdlow. We also gratefully acknowledge our 
event partners:  Jeff Litman and his staff at Deluxe Catering, Kari Kohn for supplying the 
floral arrangements, Temple Beth Sholom Men’s Club member Erik Schwartz of Minute-
man Press for printing the program booklets, and Jerry Emdur of our South Jersey Men’s 
Club for creating our beautiful honoree awards.

Most of all, Yasher Koach to each participating club and their shining stars for their hard 
work and commitment to supporting the FJMC and the Middle Atlantic Region.  May 
they go from strength to strength.

Steven Marx & Allan Horowitz, 
Event Co-Chairs



MASTER OF	 ADAM POLLACK
CEREMONIES	 EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT, MIDDLE ATLANTIC REGION	
	 TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM
	
NATIONAL 	 BARBARA MARX
ANTHEMS 	 ADATH ISRAEL

WELCOME	 LARRY NATHANSON
	 PRESIDENT, FJMC MIDDLE ATLANTIC REGION
	 TEMPLE BETH HILLEL-BETH EL

	 BRUCE TOMAR
	 PRESIDENT, FJMC INTERNATIONAL
	 CONGREGATION BETH EL

D’VAR TORAH 	 RABBI BRYAN WEXLER
	 TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

YOUTH OF THE 	 LESTER SHAPIRO
YEAR AWARDS 	 PAST PRESIDENT, FJMC MIDDLE ATLANTIC REGION
	 TEMPLE BETH HILLEL-BETH EL

MAN OF THE 	 STEVEN MARX
YEAR AWARDS 	 CO-CHAIR, MAN/YOUTH OF THE YEAR EVENT
	 VICE PRESIDENT, FJMC MIDDLE ATLANTIC REGION
	 ADATH ISRAEL

	 ALLAN HOROWITZ
 	 CO-CHAIR, MAN/YOUTH OF THE YEAR EVENT
	 DIRECTOR, FJMC MIDDLE ATLANTIC REGION
	 TEMPLE BETH HILLEL-BETH EL

CLOSING	 STEVEN MARX
REMARKS	

MOTZI 	 DAVID GANCZ
	 PRESIDENT, TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM MEN’S CLUB

BIRKAT 	 MARC COHEN
HAMAZON	 VICE PRESIDENT, FJMC INTERNATIONAL
	 TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM
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RABBI NOAM RAUCHER
Executive Director, FJMC International

Dear Friends in the Middle Atlantic Region,

Jacob spends a long, restless night alone. He wrestles until 
dawn with an unseen figure and limps away forever changed. 
That moment, in this week’s Torah portion Vayishlach (Genesis 
32:4–36:43), captures the essence of Jewish leadership: strug-
gle, transformation, and courage.

Leadership begins in that lonely space—where fear and faith meet, where a person 
confronts what they’d rather avoid. Jacob’s courage wasn’t in winning the fight but in 
staying with it until morning. The men and youth we honor this year embody that same 
courage: the quiet persistence to keep showing up for others, even when it’s hard, uncer-
tain, or thankless.

When Jacob finally meets Esau, he bows seven times and chooses peace. After years of 
conflict, he leads with humility, not pride. That’s leadership—not control, but repair. It’s 
the ability to bridge divides, to build trust after distance, to replace fear with understand-
ing. Our honorees model this through mentorship, service, and care for their communi-
ties. They remind us that strong leadership isn’t about having followers; it’s about creating 
more leaders.

Later in Vayishlach, Jacob limps forward—wounded but wiser. Every leader carries 
such marks: the cost of effort, the scars of commitment. Yet those marks become signs of 
growth, not defeat. True leadership in Jewish life means bearing those experiences and 
transforming them into empathy, resilience, and hope.

As we gather to celebrate this year’s Man and Youth of the Year, we honor those individ-
uals who lead in that spirit—who wrestle with responsibility and still choose generosity; 
who know that faith without struggle is fragile, and struggle without faith is empty. May 
their example remind us that leadership, like Jacob’s journey, is never finished. It’s a 
constant return to purpose, to people, and to God.

Mazel Tov to our honorees, and kol hakavod to all who continue to lead with humility, 
courage, and love for the Jewish people.

With pride and blessings,

Rabbi Noam Raucher
Executive Director,
FJMC International
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BRUCE TOMAR
President, FJMC International

On behalf of the Officers and Board of Directors of FJMC 
International, it is my pleasure and honor to extend Mazel Tov 
to the 2025 Middle Atlantic Region Man and Youth of the Year 
honorees and to thank them for all of their hard work.
The Middle Atlantic Region is one of the premier regions in 
FJMC as well as one of its oldest – established in 1949. The 
region is well known for its Hersh Muchnick Leadership Devel-

opment Institute, the Quad Region Retreat, and one of the best Regional Newsletters.

Middle Atlantic Region has produced some of the finest leaders of FJMC at the 
International level, among them Past International Presidents Larry Allen z”l, Dr. Ste-
phen Davidoff z”l and Alan Budman; current executive officers, myself as your current 
International President, and Marc Cohen, Vice President of Clubs; past MAR Presidents, 
Leonard Abrams, of blessed memory, Joe Swerdlow, Bruce Fagan, Art Lashin, Lester 
Shapiro, and Steve Pilchik, and active individual member, Len Zangwill. If I inadvertently 
omitted anyone, I apologize.

MAR’s leadership and this Man and Youth of the Year event are examples of how the 
region provides great service and support to its clubs and members. We congratulate 
this year’s class of Man and Youth of the Year honorees.  Your dedication and hard 
work supporting men’s clubs, your synagogues and communities make you the true role 
models of committed leaders.

We also congratulate our honorees for Youth of the Year. Your dedication to education, 
synagogue and community serve as an example of true leadership. We look forward to 
seeing and hearing more of your accomplishments in the future.

Yours in brotherhood,

Bruce Tomar
President,
FJMC International
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LARRY NATHANSON
President, Middle Atlantic Region, FJMC International

On behalf of the Officers, Board of Directors and Trustees of 
the Middle Atlantic Region of FJMC International, I welcome 
you to our 28th annual “Man & Youth” Awards evening event.  
Tonight, we recognize and thank our honorees for their contri-
butions and dedication to their synagogues, family, and faith.

Our deep appreciation and Yasher Koach to our event commit-
tee, under the well guided leadership of co-chairs Steven Marx and Allan Horowitz, 
for a job truly well done!  Our sincere thanks to our gracious host congregation Temple 
Beth Sholom and their esteemed Men’s Club.

This evening’s honorees exemplify the core values of FJMC International: Friendship; Ju-
daism; Mentorship; and Community.  We are so proud to honor these men, from across 
our region.  They have selflessly volunteered their time and energy, despite their own 
commitments, to help us strive to achieve our vision and mission for our families and our 
synagogues.  They have greatly enhanced our communities, and we wish them strength 
as they continue to serve.

We are so delighted to recognize our regional youth honorees for their leadership and 
dedication to their synagogue communities.  They are indeed the pride of our region, 
and we wish them all the best as they go forward in their future endeavors.

Mazel Tov and Yasher Koach, to you all, for your hard work and dedication.  We are 
honored you include the Middle Atlantic Region as a priority and look forward to your 
future contributions.  May you be blessed with continued success through exceptional 
volunteer achievements.

Kol HaKavod to all being honored this evening!  And to all of you as our guests, for 
your most generous and appreciated support on behalf of all our honorees and towards 
the initiatives of our FJMC International Middle Atlantic Region, Thank you!

b’Shalom

Larry Nathanson
President, Middle Atlantic Region 
FJMC International



RIAN BRANDY
Congregation Beth Tikvah, Marlton, NJ

Rian is a voluntary madricha (teacher’s aide) in CBT’s TLC 
education program on Sunday mornings for the last two years.  
Rian often serves as an unofficial assistant to the Gabbai (as-
sistant Gabbai) on Shabbat mornings and holidays . She was 
an assistant counselor at JCC Camps at Medford in the Shoresh 
program this past summer, and has been hired back for summer 
2026. For her Bat Mitzvah project, she solicited, collected 

and organized nearly 1000 books for the Book Smiles program. Rian enjoys singing 
and has performed at Radio City Music Hall, Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, Madison 
Square Garden, Canterbury Cathedral, Citizens Bank Park, Cherry Hill West High 
School, and CBT, among other places.  She is a sophomore at Cherry Hill West and is 
active in the music and tech crew programs. 
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ALIZA EGETH
Temple Beth Zion-Beth Israel, Philadelphia, PA

Aliza Egeth has been an active member of BZBI’s community 
since she was born. When she is not cheering on her beloved 
Phillies or actively playing on a baseball diamond herself, she 
can be found fully participating in BZBI’s adult learning classes, 
Teen Beit Midrash, and leading Musaf services on Shabbat. 
Aliza’s mature passion for gaining knowledge in all things Jewish 
(and baseball) has made her a fan-favorite amongst our mem-
bers here at Temple Beth Zion-Beth Israel.

HARRISON BERMAN
Temple Beth Sholom, Cherry Hill, NJ

Harrison is a lifelong member of TBS – from preschool, Hebrew 
School, Bar Mitzvah, and Confirmation through TBS’ Hamakom 
High School program, and will soon be on a two-week trip 
to Israel with his TBS classmates. He is a passionate advocate 
for Jewish pride, serving on the board of the Jewish American 
Cultural Club at Haddonfield Memorial High School. Harrison is 
also a standout BBYO leader, holding both chapter and regional 

elected roles, and will serve as the International Film Team Lead at BBYO’s upcoming 
International Convention. A two-term 2027 Class President, Harrison helped raise over 
$28,000 for the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention. He is active in the Nation-
al Honor Society, varsity track, and the nonprofit The Best Day of My Life So Far.
Harrison’s compassion, hard work, and dedication to Jewish learning and leadership 
make him an extraordinary and deserving Youth of the Year.
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REUBEN SHANDLER
Temple Beth Zion-Beth Israel, Philadelphia, PA

Reuben Shandler has always been engaged in activities and in-
volved at BZBI beginning from his preschool years, through sup-
plemental Hebrew School days, and currently, serving as a role 
model in our synagogue’s Shabbat Youth Program as a madrich 
(peer leader) along with his leadership on the Youth Board of 
Mercaz Jewish Philly Teens. From his earlier days to now, Reuben 

can be found with his head always in a book. There is no doubt this teen will continue to 
gather knowledge in anything he finds of interest in the life he sets out in front of him.

HELEN GOLDSTEIN
Adath Israel, Merion Station, PA

Helen is a kind and compassionate young leader who embod-
ies the values of community and service. Deeply passionate 
about her Jewish heritage, she has dedicated countless hours 
to nurturing and supporting the youngest members of Adath 
Israel through her work as a babysitter. Helen’s commitment also 
extends beyond the synagogue. She is an active member of 

BBYO and plays a vital role in her school’s Jewish Student Association, helping to foster 
connection and pride among her peers. Her warmth, leadership and dedication make 
her a true role model for others. We are proud to honor Helen as our Youth of the Year.

LEXIE SILBERMAN
Temple Beth Hillel-Beth El, Wynnewood, PA

 Lexie Silberman, a current 10th grader at Lower Merion High 
School, defines teen leadership at Temple Beth Hillel-Beth El. 
In addition to being a madricha for the 6th grade class, on 
Wednesdays, Lexie comes in early to help set up the Shuk station 
and helps to lead other student volunteers in taking orders, keep-
ing track of inventory, and keeping track of student interests and 

requests. For the USY program, Lexie has made significant contributions in her first six 
months as a board member. She has tripled the group’s Instagram following, regularly 
posts about upcoming events, and sends personalized messages to followers to bolster 
attendance at events. Under Lexie’s continued leadership, the future of teen activity at 
Temple Beth Hillel-Beth El is bright!



ALAN BLITZ
Temple Sinai, Dresher, PA

“Ex-cel-lent!” is the adjective one can *always* count on hear-
ing Alan Blitz over-enunciate whenever you’re within earshot 
of him. It’s his universal response—ask him how his weekend is 
going, how the brisket turned out, or whether the chairs should 
be stacked or lined up, and you’ll get the same enthusiastic
verdict. Alan’s unwavering devotion to this single word is a 

constant reminder of his relentlessly positive outlook on life—an outlook the Temple Sinai 
Men’s Club has been happily riding like a cheerful wave.

Alan has earned recognition as our Man of the Year for reasons both big and small 
(and some that defy standard measurement). He stepped up to become President of 
the Men’s Club when his predecessor prematurely vacated the position, and he even 
served an uncharacteristically-long three-year term—practically a lifetime in Men’s Club 
years. Alan is endlessly generous with his time, ensuring our Sukkah is built safely and 
on schedule each year, and overseeing more events through our catering group, Men 
in the Kitchen, than most of us can count without a spreadsheet. And through it all, one 
thing is certain: ask Alan how it’s going, and the answer will always be… you guessed 
it… “Ex-cel-lent!”
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RANDY ACORCEY
South Jersey Men’s Club, Cherry Hill, NJ

Randy handles all electronic communications for our club 
and has also set up the live Zoom capabilities for our general 
and board meetings. He has 100 percent general and board 
meeting attendance and is the contact person for any member 
who has issues with any computer communications. Randy 
exemplifies humility, kindness, generosity, truth, responsibility, 
and patience. He truly lives up to the Jewish definition of being a 
“mensch”.
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NURI BOARDMAN
Temple Beth Sholom, Cherry Hill, NJ

We proudly honor Nuri for his remarkable leadership, vision, 
and dedication to our Men’s Club. Over the years, he has 
served in many key roles — from Marketing Communications 
and Vice President to President - always leading with creativity, 
enthusiasm, and heart.

Under Nuri’s guidance, our Men’s Club Shabbat has reached new heights, highlight-
ed by an incredible Friday Night Shabbat Dinner that brings families together and 
welcomes the entire congregation. His ability to elevate every event reflects his deep 
commitment to community and connection. 

During his presidency, Nuri also established the Men’s Club Endowment Fund, which 
will provide scholarships within our synagogue — a lasting legacy that will benefit 
future generations.

A true family man, Nuri not only brings his children to help prepare for events, but 
encourages others to do the same, thereby fostering friendships and memories across 
generations. And of course, no event is complete without Julia’s signature cornbread, 
now a cherished tradition!

Thank you, Nuri, for your passion, dedication, and the extraordinary impact you’ve 
made on our Men’s Club and our community.

MAX BRANDY
Congregation Beth Tikvah, Marlton, NJ

Max has been on the board of Men’s Club for several years and 
is active in membership and programming. Max is also a Vice 
President of the synagogue, having served on the ritual commit-
tee for many years, most recently as committee chair.

Our synagogue is incredibly fortunate to have Max and his 
family as part of our Congregation Beth Tikvah family.
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ED BROWN
Kesher Israel Congregation, West Chester, PA

Ed has a long history with the synagogue, having served in 
various capacities, most recently as the Men’s Club Co-Presi-
dent for eight years. He currently holds the positions of Corre-
sponding Secretary and Outreach. In his time as president, he 
was responsible for organizing many speakers for the Sunday 
morning breakfasts and club activities. His involvement extends 

to numerous Tikkun Olam (repairing the world) programs, including annual building of 
the KI synagogue and school Sukkahs, participating in Habitat for Humanity projects 
and contributing to the Yellow Candle project.

Ed is also known for his presence in the kitchen during events, ensuring everything runs 
according to plan. He is a consistent participant in camaraderie-building activities 
such as Boys Night Out, Cigars and Scotch in the Sukkah, Charity Poker, Torah on Tap, 
Eagles Watch Parties and the Men’s Club Barbecues.

DR. RICHARD J. HARWOOD
Congregation Tifereth Israel, Bensalem, PA

Rich has been an invaluable member of Tifereth Israel for over 
45 years. He has served in many roles for Congregation Tifereth 
Israel and in Bucks County Jewish life including Congregation 
President, Congregation Co-President for seven consecutive 
years, Co-President of the Men’s Club from 2022 through the 
present, numerous committees and also director for the Middle 

Atlantic Region of FJMC International. Rich was recently honored with our Synagogue’s 
coveted Marlon Meyer Award for his many years of highly dedicated service to our 
congregation.  

Rich currently also serves as the Co-Chair of the Ben Gurion University/Philadelphia 
Academic Bridge of the Americans for Ben-Gurion University along with serving as an 
advocate for the Jeff Kornblau Partners for Patient Advocacy. 

We are very proud to honor Rich as our highly deserving Man of the Year!
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STEVEN PILCHIK
Beth Sholom Congregation, Elkins Park, PA

We honor Steve Pilchik for his work ethic, dedicated service, 
enthusiasm, creativity, thoughtful leadership, and ongoing com-
mitment to our Men’s Club, our synagogue, the Middle Atlantic 
Region, and FJMC International. His unwavering devotion and 
tireless efforts significantly contribute to making Beth Sholom 
Congregation a vibrant community.

Steve appreciates that Beth Sholom is more than just a place of worship; it is a corner-
stone for enriching Jewish learning and facilitating personal growth. He believes that 
the experiences and insights he has gained far outweigh what he has contributed. He 
truly appreciates our Men’s Club for its meaningful impact on the congregation and the 
enduring friendships it fosters among its members. Steve’s exemplary leadership and 
inspiration uplift us all, and we are profoundly grateful for his dedicated efforts to enrich 
the lives of our Beth Sholom families and the broader community.

JOSH SCHACHTER
Temple Beth Hillel-Beth El, Wynnewood, PA

Temple Beth Hillel Beth El takes great pleasure in honoring Josh 
as our “Man of the Year”.  Josh stepped up to become co-pres-
ident of our Men’s club 2 years ago, taking the helm after a 
longer than normal stint from his predecessor, due to unforeseen 
circumstances that included the pandemic.

The word “no” is not part of Josh’s vocabulary. He has volunteered at our FJMC regional 
event to raise money for Camp Ramah scholarships. For our synagogue activities, he 
was at the cleanup for a local cemetery, and at both the building and the breakdown of 
the Sukkah. Josh brings his children along to events, setting a great parenting example 
for them. When Josh plays softball on one of our Men’s Club teams, he is usually playing 
catch with his son in between innings. At our Men’s Club Annual Spring signature event, 
Tzedakah Games, Josh served in a key role as Chair of the Athletic Committee. When 
fundraising lagged a bit for this year’s Tzedakah Games, Josh jumped into action and 
secured the commitments needed for us to achieve our goal. Josh visits Israel as often as 
he can and volunteers while there.

Leader, Supporter, Father, and Citizen. That’s Josh. Thank you, Josh,
for all you do for our community.
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RABBI KENNETH STERN
Temple Beth Zion-Beth Israel, Philadelphia, PA

Rabbi Ken has stepped in as our Interim Rabbi out of the 
ranks of being a congregant and has provided inspired 
and intellectually stimulating spiritual leadership. He is a 
“people’” person and shows an interest in all congregants, 
both young and old. In addition, he is very knowledge-
able about halachic issues and Jewish history and is an 
excellent Torah reader who willingly participates in morn-
ing minyan as well as a host of other synagogue activities.

MARK WUSINICH
Adath Israel, Merion Station, PA

Mark has thrown his full energy not simply to be part of the 
Adath Israel community, but to engage and fully serve it. He has 
been involved with many of the activities sponsored by the Men’s 
Club. He annually directs construction of the sukkah, helps in the 
kitchen and planning of our community brunches, plays in and 
coaches the Men’s Club softball teams (was responsible for the 
blue team when we had two teams) and is a Past President of the 
Men’s Club. A member of AI’s Mitzvah Players for over 12 years, 
as an actor and a member of the stage crew, he has been active 
in all aspects of the annual congregation shows. He currently 
serves on the Executive Committee of the AI Board of Trustees. 

Alan Budman
Marc Cohen
Bruce Fagan
David Gancz

Phillip Godorov
Jack Marine

Larry Nathanson
Steven Pilchik
Adam Pollack
Lester Shapiro

Todd Sokol
Joe Swerdlow

to all of the Honorees from the
Man/Youth of the Year Committee

Steven Marx & Allan Horowitz, Co-Chairs



A15



A16

Joshua:

We have always been
very proud of you

(except for a few months
when you were 16)

Congratulations, and
lots of love from

Mom & Abba

See Tonight’s Tribute Ad Journal at
www.marfjmc.org
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Photos from tonight coming soon to
www.marfjmc.org
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Find out about FJMC International at
www.fjmc.org
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PRESENTING
Montefiore Cemetery Company

Debra & David Schachter

SUPPORTING
Beth Sholom Congregation

Forest Hills Cemetery/
Shalom Memorial Park
Goldsteins’ Rosenberg’s

Funeral Directors Inc.
Temple Beth Sholom Men’s Club
Temple Sinai Friends of Honoree

Temple Sinai Men’s Club

PLATINUM
Adath Israel

Temple Beth Hillel-Beth El Men’s Club
Temple Beth Hillel-Beth El:

Past Man of the Year Honorees

GOLD
Beth Sholom Men’s Club

Beth Sholom Men’s Club Past Presidents
Lyn Kugel & Larry Nathanson (2)

Temple Beth Hillel-Beth El

SILVER
Congregation Beth Tikvah:

Ritual Committee & Morning Minyan
Steven & Barbara Marx

The Oriel Family
South Jersey Men’s Club
Gail & David Sternberg

The Stesis Family
Temple Beth Zion-Beth Israel Men’s Club

Temple Sinai

BRONZE
Adath Israel Players:

Cast & Crew of “Shrek the Musical”
Blima & Samuel Boardman

Barry Brandy
Congregation Beth Tikvah Men’s Club

Dr. Mark & Marcey Eisen
Harvey and Suzan Friedrich

Lester, Lynn, Randy & Will Shapiro
Susan: Congregation Beth Tikvah TLC

Tifereth Israel Men’s Club
The Van Naarden  Family

The Waksman Family
Michael Weingram
Rob & Marla Zipkin



Thank You for being part of our
28th Annual Man/Youth of the Year Event


